Tony and Others,

Here’s a copy of a Jacob Bollinger’s will.  He could be John Jacob III b.  10 Oct. 1781.  Notice the names of his five sons.  This Bollinger family can’t seem to come up with any creative names to help us figure out who’s who.  I have a nearly complete translation of the court proceedings following the death of this Jacob’s son, Jacob, who, according to this will was supposed to care for his mother, Anna Mary (another original name) but was accused of misappropriation of her funds.  I’ll send that one in a minute.  Again, the Bollinger I’m trying to connect to this family somehow is Emanuel (and there are several).  The information that you provided, regardless at this point of confirmation, is hopeful and helpful.

In the Name of God amen.  I Jacob Bollinger (servt) of Manheim Township in the County of York & State of Pennsylvania being weak in body but of a sound, disposing mind memory and understanding blessed by God for the same but considering the uncertainty of this transitory life do make and publish this my Last will and Testament in manner and form following (to wit) Principally and first of all I commit my Immortal Soul into the hand of God who gave it and my Body to the Earth to be buried in a decent and christian like manner at the discretion of my Executors hereinafter named and as to such worldly Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this life.  I give and dispose of the same in the following manner (to wit) I will order & direct that all my Just debts and funeral charges be paid off & discharged as soon as conveniently may be after my decease.  Item I give and bequest unto my beloved wife Annamary for and during her  (?ster?) real lifetime her choise (sic) of all my houses and kitchen furniture together also all my personal Estate that I shall die possessed of be the same whatsoever that I do not herein and otherwise bequeath to hold and enjoy the same in our dwelling houses for the term of her natural life.  Item I have also this day conveyed by deeds all all (sic) my Lands and its appurtenances that I was in possession off (sic) (except sundry reservations) unto my five sons namely Jacob Christian John Michael and Samuel and as my son Samuel having onely (sic) about twenty seven acres it is my (will) that he shall hold the same unto him over and above to what I shall bequeath unto him herein after and as my fours sons Jacob Christian John and Michael have each of them large Tracts of Land I allowed each of them respectively the sum of one thousand pounds as part of their purchase money and for the remainder sums to be paid by each of them I have taken their obligations due and payable yearly as may appear my said fours sons deeds being made subject to the yearly payments and also subject to sundry exceptions reservations and articles of maintenance to be given and delivered yearly as is specified in an article of an agreement made between me and each of my fours sons.  Item - it is my will & order and direct that all the remaining personal Estate which my wife Anna Mary shall not choose to take shall be sold by public sale by my Executors hereinafter named as soon as conveniently may be after my decease and all my moneys and the profits thereof be arisin (sic) from the sale of my personal Estate five hundred pounds in money shall be put to Interest and my beloved wife Annamary to receive the Interest whereof yearly and after the five hundred pounds being put to Interest that Remainder shall be equally devided (sic) amongst my two daughters namely Elizabeth intermarried with George (Ensigh) Annamary intermarried with Jacob (Enugh) and my son Samuel share and share alike and the yearly payments that are to be made by my said four sons on the Land which they have given their obligations for shall be equally divided yearly among my said three children Elizabeth Annamary and Samuel their heirs or assigns untill (sic) they and each of them respectively shall have received the sum of one thousand pounds in money and all the money then left shall also be put to Interest & my wife Annamary to receive the Interest thereof yearly all that then remaining of personal Estate (or real if any) after my said wife’s decease shall be equally divided amongst all my children namely Jacob Christian John Elizabeth Michael Annamary & Samuel their heirs or assigns share and share alike and if in case any one of my said children should die without heir it is my will that his then share shall be equally devided (sic) amongst the rest of my children share and share alike.  And Lastly I do hereby nominate & appoint my loving son Jacob Bollinger, Junr. and my trusty Friend Samuel Harnish Executor of this my Last will and Testament hereby making null and void all other will and wills by me made hertofore ratifying and confirming this and no other to be my Last Will and Testament In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this second day of May in the year of our lord one thousand eight-hundred and fourteen.  Jacob Bollinger (seal).

Signed sealed published & declared by Jacob Bollinger Senr the above named Testator as and for his Last Will and Testament in the presence of us who at his request in his presence and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses thereto.  John Hosehaar. Henry Welsh. John L. Hinkle. York County (ss) before me Jacob Bornitz Register for the probate of wills and granting Letters of administration in and for the county of York in the State of Pennsylvania personally came Henry Welsh and John L. Hinkle Esqrs. two of the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing Instrument of writing and in their solemn oaths do severally say that they were personally present and saw and heard the foregoing names Jacob Bollinger sign his name unto and seal and publish the foregoing Instrument of writing as and for his Last Will and Testsment, and that at the time of the doing thereof he & he said Jacob Bollinger was of a sound and disposing mind memory and understanding to the best of their knowledge and belief; and that they subscribed their names thereto as witnesses in the presence of the said Testator and at his request is Henry Welsh John L. Hinkle. Sworn and subscribed before me at York the 19th day of September H D 1821. J.  Barritz Regr. A true copy taken from and compared with the original at York. J. Barritz Regr.  Letters testementary granted to Executors same day.

J. Barritz Regr
